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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashok Road, New Delhi-110 001

ceocﬁp) ' No. 3/4/2025/CAMC/Bihar/LA/Vol. 1 Dated: 14™ October, 2025
N To

The Chief Electoral Officer of
. Bihar
Jammu and Kashmir
Rajasthan
Jharkhand
Telangana
Punjab
Mizoram; and
_Odisha : _ 15

Coels [aeiCh Cols

-

PPN G BN

Subject: Publicity of Criminal Antecedents of Candidates — Compliance
and Timely Submission of Reports.

Madam/Sir,

I am directed to refer to the Commission’s letters of even number dated
18.03.2024 and 24.04.2024 (copies enclosed) forwarding consolidated guidelines on
“Publicity of Criminal Antecedents of Candidates.”

2. The Commission, in pursuance of the Hon'ble Supreme Court’s directions
dated 13.02.2020 and 10.08.2021, has issued instructions and prescribed Format C-
7, which is required to be published by political parties sponsoring candidates with

criminal cases inMal and local vernacular newspapers, on their official social

media platforms, and on their websites within 48 hours of the selection of the

candidate.
e

3.  The Hon'ble Supreme Court has further directed that the concerned political

party shall submit a compliance report to the Election Commission within 72 hours

of the selection of the said candidate. Accordingly, the Commission has prescribed
Format C8, which is required to be submitted by the political party to the Election

e e
. Commission within the stipulated timeframe.

4. Further, the Commission has directed the Chief Electoral Officers to obtain

information regarding individuals with criminal antecedents who have been selected

as candidates by political parties in the elections being held in their respective States,

from the concerned Returning Officers, and to furnish the same in Format CA. The




information in Format CA is required to be submitted to the Commission by the last

date for making nominations.

5. It is pertinent to mention that the Hon’ble Supreme Court has directed the
Election Commission to bring to the notice of the Court promptly any instance of
non-compliance by a political party, treating such non-compliance as contempt of
the Court’s orders/directions, which shall henceforth be viewed very seriously.

6. In pursuance of the directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court, the
Commission, on the basis of documents received from the political parties and the
Chief Electoral Officers, prepares a non-compliance report for submission before the

Supremeé-Court. == o= s

3 The Commission has announced the General Election to the Legislative
Assembly of Bihar and bye-elections to 8 Assembly Constituencies of Jammu and
Kashmir, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, Telangana, Punjab, Mizoram and Odisha vide the
Election Commission’s Press Notes No. ECI/PN/316/2025 and ECI/PN/317/2025
both dated 6t October, 2025 respectively.

8.  In order to make the process of monitoring compliance by the political parties
and to inform the Supreme Court of non-compliance, if any, by the political
party(ies), the requisite documents must be submitted on time. Therefore, you are

again requested the following : -

\})’4 Format CA shall be submitted strictly by the last date of making
nominations. _

b) The political party shall submit the compliance report to the Election

Commission within 72 hours of the selection of the said candidate. In_this

regard, any Format C-8 received from any political party may be immediately
forwarded to the Commission in original, along with all its enclosures, i.e.,

original national and local newspapers and copies of publication of Format C-

7 on social media platforms, and on the website of the political party.

¢) In addition, a copy of Form-7A may be sent on the last date of withdrawal of

—

candidature.
d) The above documents shall be sent to the Principal Secretary/Sr.Pr. Secretary

of the Criminal Antecedents Monitoring Cell (CAMC) of the Election
Commission of India. The email id is camc-eci@eci.gov.in

R




9. The above may be brought to the notice of the District Election Officers,
Returning Officers, Assistant Returning Officers and the all concerned.

(ABHISHEK TIWARI)
UNDER SECRETARY

Encl: Commission’s letter of even no. dated 18.03.2024 and 24.04.2024.
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashok Road, New Delhi-110 001

B

No. 3/4/2024/CAMC “Dated: 18® March, 2024
To.

The Chief Electoral Officers

All States/Union Territories.

Subject: Publication of criminal antecedents by contesting candidates and political parties in
pursuance ofthc Hon’ble Suprane Court declsicm in WP (C) No. 784 of 2015 (Lok
Prahari Vs. Umon of India and Others md in WP (C) No. 536 of 2011 (Public

Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India & Anr.) and in contempt petition () :

no. 2192 of 2018 in WP (C) no. 536 of 2011 - Guidelines on publicity of criminal
antecedents — regarding.
Madam/Sir,
I am directed to refer to the Commission’s letter No. 3/4/2021/SDR/Vol-III dated
11 January, 2022 forwarding therewith a booklet containing “Guidelines on publicity of
criminal antecedents by political parties and candidates™.

2. The above said guidelines are again forwarded herewith for you information. These
are also uploaded on Commission's website (https://www.eci.gov.in) under path
‘Instructions’> ‘View More’> *Year-2022’->-SL No. “45".

3. The guidelines shall be re-circulated to all DEOs/ROs in the State/ Union Territory
for necessary action on their part.

4. These guidelines shall also be re<circulated to all the political partics based in the
State/UT i.e. the State Units of the recognized National parties and recognized State parties of
other States and all registered un-recognized National/State political parties with headquarters
based in your State/ Union Territory, with instructions to take note of the above directions for
strict compliance both by the political parties and their candidates in all elections.

5. Further, for all elections, documents pertaining to publicity of criminal antecedents of
the candidates i.e. Format-CA, any Format-C8, C7 and Format-C6 shall now be sent to the
Pr. Secy/SrPrSecy of Criminal Antecedents Monitoring Cell only instead of Pr.
Secy/St.Pr.Secy of concered Territorial Zone/Biennial Election Division. In addition, a copy
of Form-7A of concerned election shall also be sent at the earliest.

(1/2)
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6.  Itis reiterated that Format-CA shall be sent to the Commission within prescribed time
frame i.e. on last date of making nominations itself.

7. Further, any Format-C8 received fram Political Parties shall be sent to the
Commission immediately, along with all its annexures i.c. proofs of publication of Format-
C7 in National Newspaper, Local Newspapers and on their Social Media Platforms and
Website. .
D
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashok Road, New Delhi-110 001

No. 3/4/2024/CAMC Dated: 24™ April, 2024

To,

The Chief Electoral Officers
All States/Union Territories.

Subject: Publication of criminal antecedents by contesting candidates and political parties
in pursuance of the Hon’ble Supreme Court decision in WP (C) No. 784 of 2015

== (Lok Prahari Vs. Union of India and Others-and in WP (C) No. 536 of 2011
(Public Interest Foundation & Ors. Vs. Union of India & Anr.) and in contempt

petition (c) no. 2192 of 2018 in WP (C) no. 536 of 2011 - Guidelines on publicity

of criminal antecedents — regarding.

Madam/Sir,

[ am directed to refer to the Commission’s letter of even no. dated 18.03.2024
(copy enclosed) forwarding consolidated guidelines on ‘Publicity of Criminal Antecedents
of Candidates’ vide which CEOs have been directed that any Format-C8, C7 received by

them shall be sent to the Commission. at the earliest.

2 It is .stated that as per Commission’s aforesaid guidelines issued in pursuance of
Hon’ble Supreme Court’s order/directions dated 13.02.2020 and 10.08.2021 in the matter of
publicity of criminal antecedents of candidates, Political Parties sponsoring candidates with
criminal antecedents are required to publish details of criminal antecedents of their
sponsored candidates in Format-C7 and thereafter submit a compliance report in Format-C8
to the above effect.

3: On the basis of above Format-C8s of Political Parties and its enclosures (proofs of
Format-C7 publication), a report regarding any non-compliance of Hon’ble Supreme Court’s
order/directions dated 13.02.2020 and 10.08.2021 in the matter of ‘publicity of criminal
antecedents of candidates’ is prepared by the Commission, which is then submitted to the

Hon’ble Supreme Court.

4. The Commission vide its letter no. No. 3/4/2020/SDR/Vol.lll dated 06.03.2020
(copy enclosed) has directed all the political parties that their compliance report in Format-
C8 shall be sent to the Commission within 72 hours of the selection of the candidate.

12



prever, it has been observed that in certain instances Political Parties are submitting their
_ Format-C8 to the Returning Officer or in CEO Office concerned and not to the Election

Commission, directly.

5. In furtherance of directions contained in Commission’s letter of even no. dated
18.03.2024, it is directed that for all elections, Returning Officer shall ensure that if
compliance report in Format-C8 is received by them from any Political Party then such
compliance report (Format-C8) along with all its annexures i.e. original Newspapers,
Screenshots of Party’s Social Media Accounts and Website containing Format-C7
publications shall be sent to the Commission, in _eriginal, through concerned CEO Office.

at the earliest.

L [t [ 4

6. It is reiterated that if the above documents are received from Political Parties by the
CEO Office, then the same shall be sent to the Commission immediately, in original.

Yours faithfully

(ABHISHEK TIWARI)
UNDER SECRETARY

Encl: 1. Commission’s letter No. 3/4/2020/SDR-Vol.Ill dated 18.03.2024.
2. Letter No. 3/4/2020/SDR/VoLIII dated 06.03.2020.
3. Specimen Format-C8 and Format-C7
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